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Introduction 
In my research about opioids in 
forensic science we explore facts of 
abuse with in adults and children. 
Opioids are substances, that act as a 
pain reliever to the receptors in the 
brain. Thus making the body feel as if 
it is pain free as well as calm and 
happy. When the opioids attach to the 
receptors, they also cause a larger 
amount of dopamine to be released in 
the pleasure centers of the brain. 
Dopamine is the chemical 
responsible for making us feel reward 
and motivates our actions. Many 
people then become abusive and 
dependent on these opioids. In 2015 
the leading cause in accidental 
deaths was drug overdoses. 50,404 
lethal drug overdoses happened in 
the year of 2015. For example of 
some of these, Oxycodone 
Hydrocodone, Morphine, Fentanyl, 
Herion, Codeine, Percocet, Kratom, 
and many more. 

Facts
1.Only 1 in 100 young adults between ages 12 -17 

currently misuse prescription opioids.  

2.1 in 4 teens say they have misused prescriptions 
attest once 

3. 57% of 12 -17 year olds got them from a friend 
or relative.  

4. 2 out of 3 teens abusing prescription pain meds 
say they got them from family or friends.  

5. 2.14 million people ages 12 and older had an 
opioids in 2016.  

6.Of those 153,000 of them were 12-17 year olds 

7. 4 out of 5 people who use heroin began by 
misusing prescription medication.  

Conclusions 
  As shown in the above evidence many kids and teenagers do 
and have abused prescription pill whether they knew it or not. 
There are many different opioids they could be using. Many get 
ahold of these because of something simple like a sports injury.  
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