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Introduction
Socioeconomic status (SES) can be defined as the 
economic and social position in society in relation to 
other individuals or groups. It can be estimated by 
features such as income, education, or occupation 
type.

Generally, SES is divided into three categories: low, 
middle, and high. 

Delinquency, mainly by juveniles, is a social 
phenomenon and implies conduct that does not 
conform to moral standards of society. 

Review of literature shows that socioeconomic 
inequalities is associated with delinquent behaviors 
from children and adolescence. 

Background and Significance
 
● People with high SES may have a good quality of life with 

many privileges while people with low SES may not. 
Instead, people with low SES experience many 
physiological and psychological stressors due to life 
experiences. 

● More than one in every five children living the federal 
poverty level had a mental, behavioral, and/or 
developmental disorder (Data and Statistics, 2020). 

● This issue in lower SES areas can create prolonged mental 
health problems that can lead to serious behavior problems 
through adolescence and adulthood. 
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Results and Discussion
▪ Low-SES youths were more likely to offend than 

high-SES youths. 
▪ Based on the model’s prediction from Rekker et al. 

(2015) findings, low-SES youths were about two times 
more likely to commit minor delinquency, two and a half 
times more likely to commit moderate delinquency, and 
three times more likely to commit serious delinquency 
than high-SES youths (Rekker et al. 2015). 

▪ This study emphasizes the critical need for methods of 
coping skills and basic resource needs in rural areas, as 
well as efforts to promote good mental health in areas 
that face economic and social burdens and high rates of 
poverty. 

Conclusion and Future Directions
The main conclusion of this study was that youths were 
more likely to commit delinquent behaviors when they live 
in lower SES areas compared to youth who lived in higher 
SES areas.

There is a clear need for longitudinal research for moving 
forward with this study. 
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Research Question and 
Hypothesis

RQ1: Is there a link between socioeconomic and child 
delinquency?

RQ2: How do SES affect areas with higher rates of 
crime carried out by children?

H1: Children who were raised with a low 
socioeconomic status is linked with rising levels of 
violence and murders.
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