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Introduction
Fingerprint analysis is what helps identify a 

person in crime related 

investigations. Everyone has their own 

distinctive fingerprints, which is why it is a 

reliable way to track suspects in a crime. 

Sources 

Hazarika (2012) states, “The pattern of 

friction ridge skin on the palms of the hands 

and soles of the feet are unique to each 

individual.” Patterns are only found on the 

fingers; not on the soles of feet for friction 

ridge. Friction skin holds a group of different 

lines called loops, whorls and arches. There 

are many different forms 

of fingerprint evidence, latent 

fingerprints are not visible to the human 

eye. With latent fingerprints not being 

visible to the human eye it is harder for 

them to get prints off of certain things. That 

is why detectives have to use certain types 

of powders to dust for fingerprints and make 

sure they retrieve them. 

Case Study 
Figure 1: 
a.                                          b. 

(Figure 1: Hazarika 2012)

In figure 1 the fingerprints are the same but 

are shown at two magnifications. The black 

dots that are seen in both of the figures are 

pores where the sweat secretes.

Fingerprints can be left behind on many 

different objects, and since they are not seen 

to the human eye people think they will be 

overlooked. The fingerprints become visible 

to the human eye by sticking to the oils that 

are in the pores on the newer fingerprints. 

Other sources 

Hazarika (2012) explains, “When a finger 

touches a surface, eccrine sweat, together 

with oily substances such as sebum picked 

up by the finger, forms an impression of the 

fingers ridge pattern.” Sebum comes from the 

sebaceous glands found in the middle layer 

of the skin, called the dermi (Libretexts 2020). 

Sweat helps the powders pick up the 

fingerprint, and the detectives make a 

positive print. 

Conclusion
Fingerprints are very important because they supply notable 

information about an individual, as well as help identify them in 

the necessary situation.
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