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Introduction
Evidence is defined as “the available body of facts or 

information indicating whether a belief or proposition is true 
or valid”. Having the ability to prove a suspect’s innocence or 
guilt makes evidence one of the most important parts of 
crime scene investigation. If evidence were collected wrong, 
never submitted, or mishandled by investigators, its validity 
would become questionable and the evidence would then 
become inadmissible. Recent studies have shown that many 
arrests are made before evidence could be examined , 
which causes questions to rise regarding a suspect’s 
innocence, and whether or not the evidence could have 
caused a different outcome in the case. If the evidence were 
to never get submitted or was mishandled another way, the 
person responsible for that particular evidence could lose 
reliability and credibility. They could also cause cases to be 
cleared without evidential reports or examinations, causing 
gaps in their investigation and creating outcomes that could 
have been affected differently.

Cases involving 
Mishandling of evidence

In December of 2019, the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department was exposed of having kept mishandled evidence 
a secret for over a year. Several audits were performed where 
investigators uncovered that more than 70% of the deputies 
working in the department had not submitted evidence by the 
deadline they were given, or none at all. A second audit 
revealed that, within a smaller group of deputies, 47% of their 
reports did not include evidence that was supposed to be 
submitted. Since the audits, multiple deputies were dismissed 
permanently, 7 were disciplined, and 4 are still being 
investigated for their actions. One deputy, Tony Rackauckas, 
was taken off the investigative team for the largest mass 
murder case in 2015, after it was discovered that he and his 
department failed to disclose that they were using jail 
informants, which also violated the inmates’ rights.

Research and Discussion

.

• Table 1.1 shows the amount of crimes reported in Connecticut compared 
to the amount of evidence submitted for examination in the crime labs.

§Research authors David Schroeder and Kristin Elink-Schuurman-Laura 
wrote about their studies in “The Impact of Forensic Evidence on Arrest and 
Prosecution”, differentiating between crime types and how evidence is 
collected and used for each type. Their studies focused on the rate of 
evidence submissions and how each type of crime either had more evidence 
that was used, or how the type of crime had less evidence due to its nature. 

§“Peterson’s study showed majority of arrests occurred before evidence 
could be examined…which makes the actual influence of forensic evidence 
questionable” (Schroeder and Elink-Schuurman-Laura, 2017). Having 
included this statement, the authors pointed out that without evidence 
examination, the outcome of the case becomes “questionable” and affects 
the investigation and the overall outcome.

§By looking at the graph shown above, it is evident that not every piece of 
evidence that is collected, is submitted for examination. Whether the 
evidence is mishandled or never submitted, that evidence is then lost and 
inadmissible to courts for further testing. Once the evidence is contaminated 
or kept hidden, there is no bringing it back to be used.

(Cases Involving Mishandling of Evidence 
cont.)

In 2019, Detective Kenneth L. Valdez was “indefinitely 
suspended” after he failed to submit evidence to the Bexar 
County crime lab for more than 27 cases he had been 
assigned to. Law enforcement opened an investigation on 
Valdez, where unmarked cellphones, DVDs, CDs, and cash 
were found in his office. It was also found that Valdez kept 
saliva swabs from individuals tucked in unmarked envelopes, 
which were also never submitted for testing. In another case he 
was assigned to, Valdez “failed to act” when he learned that a 
suspect in question’s DNA was found on a victim. Instead, 
Valdez hid the information from others and closed the case 
without the approval from his supervisors. 

Conclusions
Evidence is one of the most important parts of criminal investigations. 
Without it, cases end up closing with the wrong outcome (wrongful 
conviction, etc.), and causes departments to lose their reliability. Research 
shows the amount of evidence that is actually being submitted for 
examinations, proving that mishandling evidence impacts the cases and 
shows the importance of including all evidence in investigations.
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Table 1.1: Crime Rates and Lab Submissions (2006-
2009)

Crime Type Crimes Reported 
in Connecticut

Submitted to 
Connecticut 
Crime Lab

Assault 22,315 1,201 (5.3%)
Burglary 61,506 3,442 (5.5%)
Robbery 16,830 1,075 (6.3%)

Rape 2,752 1,829 (66.4%)
Homicide 478 438 (91.6%)
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