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Background
Gun Crime has been a major issue in recent 

years. It has taken over the news and media with 

issues such as mass shootings and controversial 

discussions regarding the 2nd Amendment. Gun 

Crimes have always been of interest to the 

public, with the popularity of murder mystery 

novels and tv-shows constantly growing. In 

2013, 69% of homicides were committed with 

firearms. There has been major advancements 

in the forensic science technology. Ballistic 

Imaging is just one of these advancements. 

Purpose 
Ballistic Evidence can provide information on:

where the bullet was fired from, what specific 

firearm fired the bullet, and how many rounds 

were fired. All of this can be found through a 

series of tests and gathering of evidence. This 

type of evidence is used very frequently in 

homicide and suicide cases. 

Question 
The main questions regarding ballistic evidence 

that is being studied are: 

1. What are the positives and negatives of 

using ballistic evidence? 

2. And, is it subjective? 

Findings 

Positives 

▪It helps catch criminals that otherwise 

would probably not have been caught. 

▪Ballistic Imaging is accurate. 

Negatives 
• The reports on the evidence can hardly 

ever be reported in a timely manner 

• It can be difficult to process in a crime 

scene where many shots are fired by 

multiple firearms because of the quantity of 

cartridges and projectiles that are found on 

the scene. 

Subjective 
• Although ballistic evidence is determined 

by experts it is still a subjective discipline 

because bullets and firearms are examined 

under a microscope, and then after a 

comparison has been made, an examiner 

gives their expert opinion. 
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