


AC Agee Jodway, 2013
President of Alumni Association & Board of Directors

Jeni Lind Brinkman, 2003
Past President of Alumni Association & Board of Directors

Troy Simpson, 2001
 Vice President of Alumni Association & Board of Directors

Executive Team

Troy Simpson graduated from Cumberland University in 2001 with a Master of

Science degree in Organization and Human Relations Management while

working as an administrator of training and development. Prior to entering

the Human Resources profession, he graduated from Middle Tennessee State

University in 1997 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial and

Organizational Psychology. Troy has applied these experiences during the last

two decades working in human resources roles with progressive scopes of

responsibility in the healthcare, retail and supply chain industries.  He is

currently the Senior Director of Human Resources Shared Services at Dollar

General Corporation.    Troy has served as speaker faculty and panelist at

multiple industry and academic conferences. He devotes time to other service

organizations as a past administrative board chair and current finance/trustee

team member at congregations within the United Methodist Church and as

assistant troop leader with Scouts BSA. These days Troy, wife Whitney and

son Drew are enjoying their new puppy Penny.

AC Agee Jodway is a 2013 graduate of Cumberland University.

While at CU, she majored in English and Criminal Justice, was the

Captain of the golf team, and was the Student Body and SGA

President. In 2013, she was selected as Cumberland’s Algernon

Sydney Sullivan Award Recipient.  In the Fall of 2013, AC began her

studies at Belmont University’s Law School in Nashville, TN. Since

graduating from Belmont in 2016, AC has been an Assistant

District Attorney in Davidson County. She is currently assigned to

Criminal Court Divison 2 and is in charge of prosecuting all arsons

in Nashville. She is currently the President of Cumberland’s Alumni

Board and has been serving the Board for four years.

Jeni Lind Brinkman is a 2003 graduate of Cumberland's MSP program.  She

helps state agencies, municipalities, not-for-profit entities and universities

find new and innovative ways to provide services to citizens more efficiently

and effectively through emerging strategy and technology. Born and raised in

Nashville, she has over 18 years experience working in the public sector at

both the local and state government levels and recently joined Accenture

within the Health & Public Service Practice. Jeni Lind is passionate about

meeting new people, developing new relationships, identifying problems and

finding solutions, and contributing to the growth of an organization.  Jeni Lind

enjoys working out, in particular, strength training. She also enjoys camping,

traveling with her family and hiking the beautiful topography of Tennessee.

She is a die-hard Tennessee Vols football fan who had the pleasure of

attending the university during the Peyton years. 



Katie Wolfe, 2013 & 2014
Treasurer of Alumni Association & Board of Directors

Courtney Vick, 2015
Secretary of Alumni Association & Board of Directors

Naaman Stillwell, 2013 & 2015
Events Chairman for the Alumni Association & Board of

Directors 

Executive Team

Ms. Courtney Vick, a Lebanon, TN, native, graduated from

Cumberland University in 2015 with her MBA.  She graduated from

the University of Tennessee where she received her Bachelor of

Science degree in Communications with a Journalism & Electronic

Media concentration in 2012 and The Harpeth Hall School in 2008. 

She has worked at Cumberland since 2014 in various capacities

including as a Graduate Assistant, Director of Residence Life &

Greek Affairs, Director of Career Services & Internships, and now

in her current role, Senior Director of Annual Giving & Alumni

Relations. She has served on UT's Nashville Area Alumni Board as

the Secretary, Social Media Chair, and Sports & Events Chair. 

While at UT, she was selected as a Torchbearer, the university's

highest student honor and in 2019, she was one of Nashville's Top

30 Under 30.

Mr. Naaman Stillwell is a 2-time graduate of Cumberland University, receiving

his Bachelors of Business Administration (BBA) with an emphasis in

Accounting in December 2013 and later, earning his Masters of Business

Administration (MBA) in May 2015. During his time at Cumberland, he was a

varsity member of the Cumberland Football program and a re-chartering

member of Sigma Chi’s Nu Chapter. Mr. Stillwell is a native of Benton, TN,

near the scenic Ocoee River, and graduated from Polk County High School in

2010. In 2012, he began a career in banking, gaining experience in various

sectors of the banking industry. Mr. Stillwell joined Legends Bank in 2018

where he is currently the Business Banker & Branch Manager for their Green

Hills office in Nashville, TN. He is married to O’More College of Design

graduate and Wilson County native Kaitlyn Stillwell, and they live in Nashville

with their children, Cheyenne and Gabriel.

Katie Wolfe is from Mount Juliet and graduated from

Cumberland University in 2013 with degrees in English as well as

Humanities and Social Sciences.   Afterwards, she immediately

began working as a Graduate Assistant for General Education at

Cumberland and earned her Master’s Degree in Business

Administration the following year in 2014.   Since graduating,

Katie has worked in sales, in addition to political fundraising, in

the Nashville area.   Currently, she works for Phillips Printing

Company as a Business Development professional.   As of

October 2019, Katie serves as the Cumberland University

Alumni Association’s Treasurer.



Patrick Bratcher, 2005

Directors-at-Large

Jake Collier, 2015

Karli Collins, 2015 & 2016

Mr. Jake Collier, a Bellevue, Washington native, graduated from

Cumberland in 2015 with his Bachelor of Science and a National

Championship with the baseball team. Jake is a team builder and

an entrepreneur at heart, currently managing three companies - a

Real Estate Technology company, a Consulting firm for startup

businesses, and an Outdoors company. While building and

running businesses is a passion, Jake is a family man, follower of

Jesus, outdoor enthusiast, and a mentor for young adults

stepping into the workforce. While at Cumberland University, he

embraced the community that CU fostered and he values the

relationships that have been made along the way.

Karli Collins is currently an athletic trainer in physician practice

working at Allen Orthoepdic  Sports Medicine in Allen, Texas.

Previously, she worked at the University of Rhode Island and the

University of Louisiana. Karli completed her undergraduate

degrees in Athletic Training, and Health & Human Performance in

2015. She went on to complete her Master's in Sport and Exercise

Science in 2016, while acting as the graduate athletic trainer for

the wrestling team.

Mr. Patrick Bratcher graduated from Cumberland University

in 2005 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Humanities and

Social Science while minoring  in Psychology, Sociology,

Anthropology, and Philosophy and Religion.   He graduated

Summa Cum Laude and played on the football team.   He has

spent the majority of his career in the Commercial

Construction  Industry and is currently an Estimator at

Linkous Construction in Memphis, Tennessee.



Kristi Galligan, 2009

Shelley Gardner, 1997

Trey Geisenhoffer, 2011 & 2015

Directors-at-Large

Mrs. Shelley Gardner, a Wilson County native, graduated from

Cumberland University in 1997 with her BBA and then from the

Nashville School of Law in 2001 with her Doctorate of

Jurisprudence. She has been with the 15th Judicial District Public

Defender’s office since 2002, starting as an Assistant Public

Defender and was later appointed by Governor Haslam in 2018 as

the District Public Defender, where she remains today. She

currently serves as Secretary and Treasurer for the District Public

Defender’s Conference for the state of Tennessee. She sits on the

Board for: Cumberland University Alumni, Lebanon Breakfast

Rotary, the Wilson County Fair, Lebanon First United Methodist

Trustees and CASA. Special recognitions include: Woman of

Wilson in 2015, the Judge J.O. Bond Memorial Achievement Award

in 2018, the CASA Community Champion Award in 2019, and

Woman of Excellence in 2019.

Mr. Trey Geisenhoffer, a Smith County, TN, native, graduated

from Cumberland University in 2011 with a Bachelor of Business

Administration and again, in 2014 with his MBA.   During his time

at Cumberland, Trey helped to reinstate the Sigma Chi Fraternity

back on campus.   He has worked at Wilson Bank & Trust since

2010 in various capacities including as a Personal Banker,

Mortgage Lender, and now, in his current role for the past 5 years,

Assistant Vice President- Office Manager of the Providence Office.

Trey has served on the Board of Directors for the past 4 years with

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Nashville- Wilson Division, most

recently as the board chairman.  In addition, he is a 2017 graduate

of the Leadership Wilson Program.

Kristi Galligan, a Lebanon resident and native of Owensboro,

Kentucky, graduated from Cumberland with her Bachelor's degree

in English and minors in history and education.  She received her

Masters of English from Belmont.  Kristi is a passionate educator

helping students achieve academic success through one-on-one

mentoring, classroom teaching, tutoring, and test prep strategies.  

She offers editing assistance for graduate students, doctoral

students, businesses, and college students.  Kristi teaches at both

the collegiate and high school levels.  She currently teaches at

McGavock High School and previously worked for the Adult High

School in Lebanon.  She is an adjunct professor for Cumberland. 

 Kristi is active in her community.  She has served on the Wilson

County Black History Committee, Secretary of Wilson One, and

the City of Lebanon Visioning Committee.  In her spare time, she

enjoys reading, napping, and running.  Kristi has two college-aged

sons, Zak and Alex.  In 2016, Kristi was named a Woman of

Wilson. 



Kyle Musice, 2013 & 2015

Directors-at-Large
Kyle Musice is a native Nashvillian.  He graduated from

Friendship Christian School in Lebanon, Tennessee. Kyle

received his Bachelor of Business Administration degree and

his Master of Business Administration degree from

Cumberland University. While attending CU, he was a four-

time varsity letter winner for the football team. Kyle spent

his first four years after college working primarily with

poultry farms. During this time, he researched how to

prevent poultry house collapses, as well as how to forecast

losses. He has now switched his focus to being one of Middle

Tennessee’s best Commercial Insurance Advisors.  Kyle lives

in the greater Nashville area. He enjoys spending time with

his dog, his family, and his friends and attending Titan’s

games in the fall. His hobbies include beach volleyball and

mixed martial arts.

Kenny Sallis, 2013
Kenny Sallis, a Lebanon, TN native, graduated from Lebanon

High School in 2005 and attended Cumberland University on a

football scholarship. He graduated from CU in 2010 with a

Bachelor of Science in Special Education degree and in 2012, with

a Masters in Sport Science and Exercise Pedagogy. Kenny served

as a high school special education teacher and football coach for

six years and began a career in real estate. In 2018, Kenny was

named the Eastern Middle Tennessee Association of  Realtors

Rookie of the Year and Diamond Award Winner. He was featured

in Nashville Real Producers Magazine as their Rising Star in

March of 2020. Kenny and his wife, the former Kellie O'Connell,

were married in 2013 and are both Realtors with Keller Williams

Lebanon as well as avid real estate investors. They have two

daughters, Madison and Emmy Grace. 

Lauren Stevens, 2013
Miss Lauren Stevens is a native of Nashville.  She graduated cum

laude from Cumberland University in 2013 with a Bachelor of

Science degree.  She continued her education at the University of

Tennessee Health Science Center College of Pharmacy, where

she earned a Doctor of Pharmacy in 2017.    She is currently

serving her community as a pharmacist at Vanderbilt University

Hospital and is a member of the Tennessee Pharmacists

Association.



Directors-at-Large
Amber Wilson, 2012
Amber Wilson graduated from Cumberland University in 2012 with

her Master of Business Administration degree.  She grew up in East

Tennessee and attended Maryville College where she earned her

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and completed her thesis on "The

Perceived  Influence of Canine Companion Animal Ownership on

Adolescent Sense of Coherence". While attending Cumberland,

Amber served as a Graduate Assistant in the Office of Residence

Life as well as the advisor to the Student Programming Board

and Alpha Omicron Pi.  In addition to several leadership recognition

organizations, she earned the Student Leadership Academy

Graduate Student of the Year award in 2011 and the Residence Life

Coordinator and MBA Student of the Year awards in 2012.   Before

returning to Cumberland in 2016, Amber worked as an Area

Coordinator in the Office of Housing & Residential Life at Middle

Tennessee State University for 4 years.   Amber is the Associate

Director of Admissions where she has the pleasure of supervising

the recruitment staff as they continue to recruit record enrollment

each year as well as overseeing and coordinating New Student

Orientation.

New Members
Alicia Butler, 2020 & 2021
Alicia Butler is a native from Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

She graduated with her Bachelors of Science in Managerial

Economics from Bentley University in 2015. She also received her

Master’s in Sports and Exercise Science degree from Cumberland

University and is working towards her MBA. While attending CU she

was an active member of the student body participating on the

Women’s Soccer Team as well as Best Buddies. She served as a

Graduate Assistant and helped in the creation of projects like the

International Student House and the CU Mentor Program. She is

passionate about community service and empowering youth. She is

currently a member of the Board of Best Buddies Dominican

Republic and Aspiras Foundation.

Gloria Caples, 2011
Gloria A. Caples joined the University of Pittsburgh Department of Athletics in

August of 2018 as a Director of Marketing.  She oversees the marketing,

promotions, and game presentation for women’s basketball, marketing, and

promotions for football, and the marketing internship program. Caples is a

2013 graduate of Middle Tennessee State University with a Master of Science

degree in sports management and a 2011 graduate of Cumberland University

with a Bachelor of Business Administration with a focus on marketing.  Before

coming to Pitt, Caples served as an Assistant Director at Auburn University

where she oversaw marketing, promotions, and game presentation for

baseball, gymnastics, Auburn Athletics gameday auction experiences, and the

marketing internship program.  Before her role at Auburn, Caples worked as

the Assistant Director of Marketing and Fan Development at the University of

Arkansas and a Marketing Assistant at Middle Tennessee State University. 

 Caples began her career as a marketing intern at Vanderbilt University. A

Nashville, Tenn., native, Caples resides in Pittsburgh.



Brandi Coates is a Nashville native, and graduated from Cumberland

University in 2017 with her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Art and

Design. During her time at Cumberland University, she was a member of

Gamma Beta Phi and Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Societies. As part of her

studies and career development, she was heavily involved as a college

advisory board member, intern and paid teaching assistant at the Frist

Art Museum, where she is currently the Engagement Coordinator as well

as lead chairperson for the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Accessibility

(DIEA) Taskforce. While her job is to work closely with educators,

community partners, teens, and college interns, she engages with young

professionals on the PENCIL Emerging Leaders Board, advocating and

investing in resources that helps ensure the success of teachers and

students in Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools (MNPS). Brandi will

soon complete her Masters of Education degree in Instructional

Leadership at Tennessee State University.

New Members
Brandi Coates, 2017

Sarah Beth Foote, 2013

Sarah Beth Foote is from Selmer, TN and a 2013 graduate of

Cumberland University. While at Cumberland University, she

majored in Nursing, was a member of the Women’s Golf Team,

a member of Alpha Omicron Pi, and a member of the Student

Nurses Association. After graduation, Sarah Beth moved east

to Maryville to work as a Registered Nurse at Blount Memorial

Hospital. She currently serves as charge nurse in the ICU and

has earned her CCRN Certification (Critical Care Registered

Nurse). During her free time, Sarah Beth enjoys spending time

with her family, friends, and dog, Chloe, while also watching

the Vols and Braves play or going to Dollywood.

Roy L. Jones, a Nashville native, graduated from Cumberland University in 2002 with a

Master of Science degree in Public Service Management.   He earned his Bachelor of

Science degree in Accounting from Tennessee Technology University in 1972 and his

Doctor of Jurisprudence (JD) degree from the Nashville School of Law in 1986.  Mr. Jones

has over 45 years of experience in the accounting field, working as a certified public

accountant for 24 years in public and private industry before finishing his career in

government services.  Mr. Jones recently retired after twenty-four years as an assistant

director in one of the major departments in the Metropolitan Government of

Nashville/Davidson County where he handled all accounting and financial functions,

budgets, purchasing, human resource management and council liaison for his

department.  He current serves as a board director for four non-profit organizations,

serving as treasurer for two of those organizations.    Mr. Jones is an adjunct professor

for the MSP program at Cumberland University and teaches three classes for graduate

students in that program. He is also a Certified Fraud Examiner, a Certified Government

Financial Manager, a Chartered Global Financial Manager, and is a Senior Professional in

Human Resources.  He currently operates his own tax and accounting business in

Hendersonville, TN where he and his wife, Peggi, reside.   They have four children and

twelve grandchildren.

Roy Jones, 2002



New Members
Benjamin King, 2010
Benjamin KingTax & Accounting Services Manager at AJG

CPAs, PLLCBen is a graduate of Cumberland University (2010).

He also graduated from Lipscomb University with a Master of

Accountancy in Taxation.    Ben, his wife Felisha and daughter

Scarlett reside in Lebanon, TN and are members of Immanuel

Baptist Church.  Felisha is a nurse working in cardiology and

critical care.  Ben’s free time is spent playing with Scarlett, at

the range (shooting or golf), and cooking.  As a family they

enjoy their time at the beach or in the mountains, and are

cheering for the Vols, Preds, & Phoenix!

Athony Leonard, 2015 & 2016
Mr. Anthony Leonard Jr is a 2-time graduate of Cumberland

University, receiving his Bachelor of Health and Human Performance

with an emphasis in Sports Management in May 2015 and later,

earning his Masters of Business Administration (MBA) in August 2016.

During his time at Cumberland, he was a varsity member of the

Cumberland Football program, a re-chartering member of Sigma

Chi’s Nu Chapter and a graduate assistant for the Residence Life &

Greek Affairs office supporting Courtney Vick. Mr. Leonard is a

native of Nashville, TN, he began a career in human resources,

gaining experience as a HR Operations Administrator for HCA. Mr.

Leonard joined ServiceSource in 2017 where he is currently the

Associate HR Generalist for their North American locations. Anthony

currently lives in the greater Nashville area where he enjoys

spending time with friends and family. He is the oldest of three,

brother (Andrew Leonard) Cumberland Alumni, and sister being a

senior at Ravenwood High School.

Brett Schultz,  2010
Brett Schultz is from Mount Juliet and graduated from Cumberland

University in December 2010 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Mathematics

and Computer Science. Brett was a member of the 2010 NAIA National

Championship winning Baseball team at Cumberland, and was an NAIA

Scholar Athlete. After graduation, he went to work for Dollar General

Corporation in Goodlettsville, TN where he is currently Sr. Manager of

Merchandise Analytics and Business Intelligence. In 2016, he obtained

his MBA from Capella University, specializing in Business Intelligence.

Brett currently serves as a Deacon, LifeGroup co-leader, and in other

capacities at Hermitage Hills Baptist Church. He is married to fellow

Cumberland alum Lacey (Greene) Schultz, and they reside in Old

Hickory with their children, Luke and Allie Mae. His hobbies include any

and everything baseball, cheering for the Alabama Crimson Tide, and

beach vacationing in Perdido Key, FL.



New Members
Gena Shearon, 2009
Gena Shearon grew up a Navy Brat.  She was born in Charleston, SC a  long

time ago.  Her favorite place that she lived is Rota, Spain.  She is married to

Kevin Shearon, Retired Metro Police (Previous Navy).  Her brothers are Dr

Adam Davis, Herb Davis,- Lebanon, TN and sister is Madron Sawyers -

Lebanon, TN.  Her mother is Evelyn Shipper Davis.  Her father passed away

in 2018, Retired CWO4 Herb Davis.  Gena graduated in 2009 with her

Bachelor of Business degree but walked in 2005 - long story.  Her career

started early in HR working for the VP of a bank in Charleston SC until

moving to Lebanon with her family in 1992.  Gena has two sons: Nicholas

Dillard - Nashville State Graduate - recently started as Culinary teacher at

Wilson Central HS and Justin Dillard - 2020 Cumberland University Graduate

with a marketing degree who now works at Smith Chiropractor in Mt. Juliet,

TN.  Her bonus children include: Nate Shearon - Cumberland Alumni, Philip

Shearon, US Army, Courtney Shearon Clary.  Gena is currently applying at

MTSU for Masters (MS Management Organization Leadership) to assist with

Hospitality Programs at TSU (open for others) as secondary work and her

retirement plan.  She enjoys travel and her grandchildren - all bonus and

blended grandchildren.

Alice Sullivan, 2001
Alice Sullivan is a ghostwriter, New York Times bestselling

editor (11 times over), writing coach, and speaker. A natural-

born storyteller, she’s written over 40 books and edited over

1,300 titles. She’s a member of the Rotary Club of Nashville

and The Porch Writers’ Collective. She specializes in memoir,

business leadership, and self-help/personal growth, helping

her clients identify their goals and messages while creating

engaging content to connect with their target markets. While

at CU, she received the prestigious Laura Cooke Scholarship,

and was the 2001 recipient of the Lindsey Donnell Award,

presented annually to a student who excels in both

academics and athletics.

Seth Thurman, 2011
Seth Harper Thurman is a proud alumnus of Cumberland University's MBA

program (11). Seth graduated from Trousdale County High School in 2004. He

continued his education at the University of Tennessee (08) where he

received his Bachelors of Science in Communications and was member of the

“Pride of the Southland” Marching Band. Over the years, he has served and

been a part of many boards, committees and clubs including the Trousdale

County Fair Board, the Northern Middle Tennessee Workforce Development

Board and the Hartsville Rotary Club to name a few. He has been the pianist

and choir leader at Hartsville United Methodist Church since 2009. Seth is a

life-long resident of Hartsville and is the Branch Manager of the Hartsville

Office of Wilson Bank & Trust.



New Members




